TEWKESBURY

the King's promise, brought forth his prisoner, Prince Edward,
being a fair and well-proportioned young gentleman ; whom
when King Edward had well advised, he demanded of him
how he durst so presumptuously enter into his realm with
banners displayed. Whereunto the Prince boldly answered
saying, c< To recover my father's kingdom and heritage, from
his grandfather to him and from him to me lineally descended."
At which King Edward said nothing, but with his hand thrust
him from him, or (as some say) stroke him with his gauntlet;
whom directly George, Earl of Clarence, Richard, Duke of
Gloucester, Thomas Grey, Marquis of Dorset and William,
Lord Hastings that stood by, cruelly murdered/ Tradition
points to a house in Church Street near the Cross as the place
where Prince Edward was killed.

The following day Edward IV attended the Abbey to give
thanks, having granted a formal pardon to the fugitives in the
sanctuary. On Monday, however, the King's troops forced
their way into the Abbey and carried off all the prisoners to be
tried before the Duke of Gloucester. The majority, including
Somerset, were condemned to death and executed on a scaffold
erected outside the Tolzey. Margaret, who had escaped to * a
poor religious place ' was retaken and held as prisoner until
ransomed by her father for 50,000 crowns. Henry VI, a
prisoner in the Tower, died a few days after the battle c of
pure displeasure and melancholy '.

After the execution of Clarence in 1476 the Lordship of
Tewkesbury passed to the Crown and in Henry VIIFs reign
the Abbey lands too fell into royal hands. When, in 1540, the
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